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The work is enriched with a large map of the Holy Landl
of special interest in the study of medieval cartography.
Perhaps the most elaborate, if not the most important
record of a fifteenth-century pilgrimage is Brother Felix
Faber's Evagatorium? Faber twice undertook the journey
to the Holy Places between the years 1480 and 1484.
On his return from the second pilgrimage, he settled down
at his Dominican Convent at Ulm to describe his wander-
ings with such fidelity as we may expect from fifteenth-cen-
tury standards. What he had seen, he described in
great detail; and what he had not seen, he outlined in
accordance with 'trustworthy' reports or by copying from
pilgrims of a preceding age, notably Germans such
as Ludolf von Suchem and Burcard.3 He therefore
presents us with a full and almost complete picture of the
Holy Places in the latter decades of the fifteenth century.
Naturally, the reader cannot hope for striking new dis-
coveries in the realm of holy relics and holy monuments,
which had been fully explored by Faber's pious pre-
decessors, On the other hand, some of the author's
reports, though secondary to the main object of his work,
deal with such aspects of his travels and of life in the
East as may be of use to prepare other pilgrims' minds for
what they might have to face in their undertaking. These
subsidiary hints to pilgrims are historical documents of
value, since they furnish the modern writer with a real and
lively picture of the conditions of the society of that age.
From the outset of the Evagatorium the reader is intro-
duced, in an atmosphere of intense gravity, to the great
risks incurred in a pilgrimage to lands very remote in
those days and lying beyond the sea. Nevertheless, with
1 The map is reproduced in a separate volume with a special introduction.
William Wey's own explanatory remarks about his map appear in the first
volume, 128 et seq.
2 Fratris Felicis Fabri Evagatorinm in Terrae Sanctae, Arabiae et Egypti
Peregrinationem, ed. C. D. Hassler, 3 vols., Stuttgart, 1843-9, in Bibliothek
des literarischen Vereins in Stuttgart.   English translation of sections on the
Holy Land by Aubrey Stewart in the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society,
2 vols., in 4 pts., London, 1892-3.   Reference here is made to the original
complete Latin text unless otherwise specified.
3 vide supra, 95, 168.